
The new “Flesh and Mind” art
exhibit opened Feb. 21 at Jen-

nifer Perlmutter Gallery in Lafayette.
The three exhibiting artists share a
mix of intellectual, technical and sen-
sitive approaches that lead them to
create unique and powerful pieces.
Among them is Lafayette artist Eliz-
abeth Jameson, who uses MRIs
(magnetic resonance imaging scans)
of her own nervous system attacked
by multiple sclerosis to create beauti-
ful pieces that are displayed all over
the world.

      
The story of Jameson is one of

passion and transcendence.  A young
lawyer who specialized in health care
advocacy for the underprivileged, she
was diagnosed with MS almost 25
years ago.  The disease first affected
her speech, but she regained it later.
“I was very disturbed by my lack of
fluidity with words,” she remembers.
“I went to a local art class … and after
one class I knew I wanted to become
an artist.  I felt I could change the

world through art.” Jameson took
every art class she could find. “I knew
it was where I was supposed to be,”
she says.  Early on her love of colors
developed and she produced mostly
floral/abstract art.

      
But a part of her was thinking that

her art was selfish and, for an activist
like herself, she needed a cause.  “(I
realized) that the only thing that
makes sense to me (are) my MRIs,”
she says.  “What is the symbol of
MS? The technology of MRIs is so
profound, the images are so disturb-
ing.” Jameson looked at these black
and white images and thought:
“Maybe if I took these images and
made something meaningful from it,
maybe that would be my contribution
to finding beauty, complexity and art
in the most graphic symbol of MS.” 

      
Jameson feels that technology has

a profound effect on people.  “When
people saw me, they would ask, ‘How
is your MRI?’ instead of ‘How are
you?’  We trust technology more than
our personal narrative.” 

      
Jameson does solar etching on the

MRI’s photographic paper, taking
parts of the images before making a
print using Charbonnel etching inks.

“I pursue an art practice that engages
my fascination for the disease … the
beauty and the ugliness.  You can look
at the art and see something human,
so the human narrative is not lost in
the technology,” she explains. 

      
The images she creates are strik-

ingly vibrant and beautiful.  It could
be considered abstract art to the non-
medical professional, because it is
sometimes hard to recognize what is
being presented, but it always en-
gages a deep emotional response.
Jameson says that neurosurgeons love
their MRI images and the fact that she
adds more dimensionality makes
them proud.  Other physicians who
spend all day looking at the scans find
that the etching adds incredible mean-
ing.   

      
Jameson’s work is recognized in-

ternationally and is in permanent col-
lections in the United States, Spain
and Canada.  The woman who is now
in a wheelchair is nonetheless brim-
ming with new projects, including
using diffusion tensor imaging (DTI)
in her art.  

      
She will have a solo show at Jen-

nifer Perlmutter Gallery in June.  The
current exhibit runs through March 21
at 3620 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette.
For information, visit jenniferperl-
muttergallery.com or Jameson Fine
Art at jamesonfineart.com.
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When his kids went to Campo,

Pinkham continued doing the techni-
cal work there. Then things changed
again. In 2003, Gene Peterson,
Campo’s choral director, acknowl-
edged that he wasn’t a musical theater
director and eventually asked
Pinkham to take on the role. “I was
reluctant at first,” Pinkham admits.
But he gave it a try. “We did ‘Bye Bye
Birdie’ and I had a ball.” And the rest,
as they say, is theatrical history. “Gene
opened the door to something I might
not have done otherwise and I’ve
never looked back.”

      
As stage director, Pinkham has

numerous responsibilities. He and
current choral director, Campo grad-
uate Mark Roberts, first choose the
show. “Once we complete one pro-
duction, I’m working on what we’ll
do next,” Pinkham stated. “I think
about the students coming in – what’s
the pool for lead parts, are there more
sopranos or altos? What’s available,
is it accessible and is it big enough for
the approximately 100 students who
participate every year?” He also con-
siders costume and set requirements,
what the other schools have done re-
cently, and, perhaps most signifi-
cantly, “is it something we can
achieve with the quality I want?” He
and Roberts audition and select the
cast, often with help from an outside
choreographer and vocal director; and
then Pinkham “takes the overall artis-

tic vision of the show and pulls every-
thing together. The program has
grown so much,” Pinkham continued.
“It’s pretty much a year-long project
for me.” 

      
Roberts is thrilled to have

Pinkham working by his side. “Dave
is an irreplaceable member of the
Campo Musical Theater staff.  He
has … overseen the expansion of the
program from … around 60 students
to an extracurricular endeavor annu-
ally involving over 100 students.  He
is a rare mix of visionary, artist and
coach as he designs and builds sets
while simultaneously educating ac-
tors and singers on stage presence
and movement.  He is relentless in
the pursuit of perfection, taking on
so many responsibilities within the
show that no one is even entirely
aware of all he does to bring the
show to the stage.”

      
Pinkham would love to return to

performing and keeps reminding
himself that “it’s never too late. One
day, I’ll get back to it.” Until then, he
said, “I’m just having so much fun
doing what I’m doing. It’s an ab-
solute pleasure in every respect.” 

     
“Les Miserables” opens

March 12 and runs through
March 22 at Campolindo High
School.  For tickets, visit
http://www.campochoir.com/spri
ng-musicals/ticket-ordering-in-
formation.

Campo Stage Director
Living the Dream
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Finding Beauty, Complexity and
Meaning in Art
New art exhibit at Jennifer Perlmutter Gallery
By Sophie Braccini

Two Other
Artists
Featured in the
“Flesh and
Mind” Exhibit
Kerry Sorrenson paints
abstract landscapes and
figures in oils by color
mapping digital images to
create a topographical effect
of shape and contrast that is
uniquely beautiful.

Polly Frizzell uses shadow to
explore the convergence of
intangible and material
bodies. “The surfaces I create
look the way they do because
I’m interested in the way
materials have been
‘brutalized’ – clay in the fire of
the kiln, dirt and plants torn
apart by floodplains, urban
decay.”

Elizabeth Jameson in front of her painting “Valentine”     Photo Sophie Braccini




